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Techeiles Revisited

Rabbi Berel Wein

ne of the enduring mysteries of Jewish life following the exile of the

Jews from the Land of Israel was the disappearance of the string of

techeiles in the tzitzis garment that Jews wore. Techeiles was known
to be of a blue color while the other strings of the tzitzis were white in color.
Nort only did Jews stop wearing techeiles but they apparently even forgot how
it was once manufactured. The Talmud identified techeiles as being produced
from the “blood” of a sea creature called the chilazon. And though the Talmud
did specify cerrain traits and identifying characteristics belonging to the
chilazon, the description was never specific enough for later generations of
Jews to unequivocally determine which sea creature was in fact the chilazon.
It was known thar che chilazon was harvested in abundance along the northern
coast of the Land of Israel from Haifa to south of Tyre in Lebanon (Shabbos
26a). Though techeiles itself disappeared from Jewish life as part of the damage
of exile, the subject of techeiles continued to be discussed in the great halachic
works of all ages. Just as the Jews did not forget Zion and Jerusalem, their
subconscious memory of past glory and spiritual greatness kept techeiles
alive, in their memory if not in actual practice.
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